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drug companies, as well as the insur-
ance companies, were the ones that
wrote the bill.

I know what we have to do. We have
to take from this calendar, after we
finish the PATRIOT Act, we have to
push aside all the special interest legis-
lation. We spent a week and a half on
a bill last week, the clash of the special
interest titans over asbestos. We have
to set those aside and say, for at least
a week, instead of taking up special in-
terest legislation, we are going to take
up the Medicare prescription drug bill.
We are going to make this work. We
are going to finally put something to-
gether that is an honor to the people
who are part of our Medicare system.

I don’t know if we can do that. When
the President signed this bill, people
said: You are going to have to change
some parts of it. He said: I am not
going to touch it, not a word.

The President should show a little
humility. All of us in public life should
from time to time. As we look at this
Medicare prescription drug program,
we know it is not working for America,
it is not working for seniors. It is caus-
ing much too much heartache, much
too much concern.

This much I will say I have learned,
having been in public life a few years.
There is one thing about senior citi-
zens, they know who is on their side.
They have long memories. I might add,
they vote. If the leaders in Congress,
the Republican leaders, the President’s
own party, do not understand how
badly this Medicare prescription Part
D program is working, some of the sen-
iors may give them their medicine in
November. They have to understand we
have a responsibility to these people,
not to the lobbyists in the hallway who
represent the drug companies. They are
doing quite well, thank you.

We have a responsibility to the peo-
ple whom we were sent to represent.
They may not have a lobbyist, but they
have a vote and a voice and we will
hear from them.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
THUNE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that there now
be a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted
to speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, each year,
during the month of February, Amer-
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ica celebrates the achievements, con-
tributions, and history of the African-
American community.

In previous years, I have had the
honor of joining my colleague Con-
gressman John Lewis on his civil
rights pilgrimage to Alabama and Ten-
nessee.

It is an extraordinary journey that
changes all who partake.

It connects us to our history, our ge-
ography, our shame and redemption,
and to the astonishing bravery and
commitment of the civil rights leaders
who fought for America’s honor: Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., his wife Coretta
Scott, Rosa Parks, the Greensboro
Four, to name a few.

Their willingness to face violence
and intimidation, injustice and oppres-
sion, with steadfast love and bravery
transformed America.

Indeed, it led to a great awakening
that continues to reverberate around
the world.

This year, as we celebrate those ex-
traordinary individuals and events, let
us also recognize the exceptional lead-
ers in our midst who toil every day for
justice and racial reconciliation.

This year, I have the pleasure of pre-
senting Mr. Jeffrey T. Higgs of Mem-
phis, TN, with my office’s first ever
American New Trailblazer Award in
honor of Black History Month.

In January, my office sent out re-
quests to over 200 recipients of our Af-
rican-American leader’s newsletter. We
asked our readers to nominate individ-
uals of extraordinary character and
achievement.

We received the nominations of pub-
lished authors, clergy, local commu-
nity leaders, and business profes-
sionals. All were deserving candidates
and I am both humbled by and proud of
their example of service.

After culling through the nomina-
tions, we chose Mr. Higgs for his out-
standing work as executive director of
LeMoyne-Owen College Community
Development Corporation.

For over 15 years, Mr. Higgs has been
involved in urban community housing,
economic development and micro lend-
ing.

As CEO of the multi-million-dollar
organization, he has led the efforts to
revitalize the community surrounding
LeMoyne-Owen College.

Among his many development
projects, he led the renovation of the
historic JE Walker House. Today, the
building serves as a community re-
source center for housing development,
computer training, economic develop-
ment and investment.

Currently, Mr. Higgs is leading the
charge for 2 major capital projects gen-
erating over $256 million in economic
activity.

His sponsor for the award, Bridget
Chisolm, President and CEO of BBC
Consulting, wrote to tell us that Mr.
Higgs is, ‘“truly a Renaissance man and
community trailblazer. We are blessed
to have such a leader striving to make
a good city great.”
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Indeed, America is blessed to have in-
dividuals like Mr. Higgs selflessly serv-
ing his fellow citizens.

I congratulate Mr. Higgs for his con-
tributions to his community. And I
thank him for carrying forward the
torch of social justice.

As we close this month of celebra-
tion, let us remember that the move-
ment is not over. So much has changed
in so very short a time. But the great
hope of the movement has yet to be re-
alized: full equality not only before the
law, but in the lives of every citizen.

It is citizens like Mr. Higgs who are
working to make that happen.

I close with a quote from the great
Dr. King.

In his historic speech following the
march to Selma, the Reverend told his
fellow freedom marchers,

We must come to see that the end we seek
is a society at peace with itself, a society
that can live with its conscience. And that
will be a day not of the white man, not of the
black man. That will be the day of man as
man.

————

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL AFRI-
CAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President,
““Celebrating Community: A Tribute to
Black Fraternal, Social and Civic In-
stitutions’ is the theme this year of
African American History Month. On
this last day of the Month I want to
pay a special tribute to the Alpha Phi
Alpha, which is the oldest of the Afri-
can American Greek-letter collegiate
fraternities and sororities. Alpha,
which I am proud to say has its head-
quarters in Baltimore, this year cele-
brates its centennial. For the past one
hundred years Alpha has upheld the
principles of scholarship, fellowship,
good character and the uplifting of hu-
manity principles that command our
respect and admiration.

It has been my privilege to work
closely with Alpha in the effort to es-
tablish an appropriate memorial to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in our Nation’s
Capital. More than 20 years ago I intro-
duced legislation to assure that a
monument would be built, and it took
a decade to get the legislation enacted.
Since 1996, when the bill was signed
into law, we have moved steadily for-
ward. The site on the Mall is set, lying
between the Memorial to President
Franklin Roosevelt and the Lincoln
Memorial. The magnificent design is in
hand. The challenging work of raising
the necessary funds continues, and in
this Alpha and the other African Amer-
ican campus organizations play a vital
role. I look forward to the day, not too
far in the future, when we will have on
the Mall a monument worthy of Dr.
King’s legacy, to remind us and future
generations of the struggles the civil
rights movement endured, and to in-
spire us all to continue the movement.

Even as we celebrate our progress to-
ward a memorial to Dr. King, we
mourn the loss of two great Americans,
Rosa Parks and Coretta Scott King.
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